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Working together for causes that matter!  

Monthly Member Update
May 2014

Women Giving
Grantees 

Year End Site Visits

As the 2013 Grant Cycle is
coming to a close, Women

Giving for Spartanburg's Grants
Committee along with Volunteer

Members completed the first
week of Year End Site visits.
Take a look at the amazing

accomplishments of the WGFS
2013 grantees and celebrate the

impact they have made on
Spartanburg County in the past

year. 

Jesse Bobo Elementary
Building Tomorrow's Leaders -

Education
The Evidence is In!: Part 4

November 2013 Member Impact Survey
 
In this last segment of the 2013 Member Impact Survey
Results Analysis, questions 11 & 12 are addressed along
with the Analysis Team's summary comments. As shown in
the previous article, 100% (N=60) of respondents
answered question 10 which identified how long they have
been members of WGFS. Respondents represented all 3
categories of membership; 1-2 years (28.3%), 3-4 years
(30%), and 5-6 years (41.6%). Question 11 asked members
to select from a list all of the activities they had
participated in during their years of membership. Figure 6
shows a comparison of years of membership and
participation in activities.   
 
Figure 6. Comparison of years of membership &
participation in activities
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One Block at a Time

Jesse Bobo Elementary has integrated
LEGO learning in reading, math, and

science after training staff on the LEGO
method of instruction and purchasing
LEGO Education materials. Student
performance has improved in these

subjects. Student interest in reading
has increased by 73%, math by 59%
and science by 82%. The next goal of
Jesse Bobo is in process with WeDo

Robotics use in classrooms. Watch the
video above for more information on

WeDo Robotics. 

BirthMatters
Healing Wish

Through BirthMatters' Healing Wish,
Prenatal Yoga was offered free of charge
to 60 pregnant women with a history of

abuse. In addition, five expectant mothers
with a history of childhood abuse were
provided behavioral health counseling

and reported healthy birth outcomes. Also
through this program, "Impact on

Survivors" training and in-service was

 
Analysis of the raw data showed an increase in activity
involvement as the years of membership increased, with
the exception of two categories: Dues Contributions, and
Other. Within the Dues Contribution category, the 3-4 year
members were equal to the 5-6 year members, and within
the Other category, the 1-2 year members were equal to
the 3-4 year members. Hosting an event, assuming a
leadership position, helping in the office, and serving on
the Executive Committee were identified as Other
activities. The two activities checked most by the
respondents were the Annual Awards Luncheon, and Social
Events. The Analysis Team suggests further study to
examine what factors influence attendance at the highest-
rated activities to determine if any of those factors could
be applied to lower-attended activities.
 
Question 12 was an open-ended question allowing
respondents to add comments of their choosing. No limits
were established for the number of comments each
respondent could submit.
 
Randomly selected examples from Question 12. Additional
Comments?
 
Answer

I am honored to be a part of this group of gifted and
talented women!

I have enjoyed being a member of WGFS. Thank you
one and all!

Thank you for having the calendar of events up to
date on the website.  This is so important
considering the busy lives we all lead.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001DTgVVAlgbjCzgpy4RuSMieeeIiyEjiYe8if8mS7nX9R7g4GtrIVEvrG35t8Msi_y-QXg9ZI2VOkGNLLyAgdG5x4aun9dqz15S-vNsQ8kIzCScsyaO5uwV0JT0TDoF7SA0o5WAp7i1OYXuUGmtzQ_n-aS-DudklvIyO3GDq3WF_APMAvHHJtVSndAfLXiyCLbaWOvy5uigd6ADlprd9YGRw==
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created and will be an ongoing event
offered to Spartanburg Regional Hospital

providers and nurses.

The Haven
Heart of the Haven

The Haven's project Heart of the Haven
called for the major renovation of the

bathrooms, kitchen, and main entry and
exit in order to improve the 100 year old
facility and create a safer environment

for residents, staff, and volunteers.
Renovations are still in process and
have revealed a completely rotten

structural beam. After the replacement
of the structural beam, renovations can

continue.
 
 

Boys and Girls Clubs of the
Upstate

Growing Greener

Through the Growing Greener program,
the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Upstate

have impacted 500 of Spartanburg's
most disadvantaged youth, teaching

I wish the dollar amounts of the grants were on the
ballot...that would help me make my decisions...

When I have attended social functions I am ignored.
Most of the ladies seem to be acquainted outside
WGFS and newcomers don't feel welcomed.

I hope we can address some big issues such as
obesity, literacy,& violence. These issues affect the
whole state of SC. I am hoping our city can help by
taking a lead in finding solutions to these problems.

I'm a big fan of WG!

An answer to question 12 was not required and 16.7%
(N=10) of 60 respondents chose to answer. While
responses varied widely and were not coded, many useful
comments were stated.  When compared with the
responses to questions 8 and 9, some patterns were
noted. Review of the open-ended questions in the survey
yielded new questions to consider. The Analysis Team
suggests further study of the written comment areas to
determine correlation with other areas of the survey.  
 
Summary
In summary, the data suggested overwhelmingly positive
responses from the majority of those responding to the
survey questions. While results cannot be generalized to
the entire population, or in some cases, to all members
who responded to the survey, the data offer helpful
information that could be used for planning purposes.
Written responses to open-ended questions were coded
into five categories or groups: Communications, Education,
Grants, Social, and Other. The Analysis Team suggests
further study to determine the needs of members for
increased communication and/or educational programs as
well as ongoing updates on the grants process. The
Analysis Team suggests further review to discover
possible reasons for low-response rates and develop
strategies for keeping members engaged and informed.
While we are encouraged that between 85% and 90% of
the members who responded to the survey responded
favorably to all questions, we need to look more deeply to
find out what is affecting those who are not as positive.
The Survey Analysis Team suggests further investigation
into the wording of questions 4 and 11. In addition, the
Analysis Team suggests establishing processes for
publicizing opportunities for involvement in WGFS. These
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science through the enjoyment of
outdoor recreation.

Children's Advocacy Center
Therapy for Children in Foster

Care

Through Therapy for Children in Foster
Care, the Children's Advocacy Center has

provided 20 therapy sessions for 25
physically or sexually abused children, all
of which reported improvement in trauma

symptoms.

 
 

Stay tuned for the second
week of Year End Site
visits highlighted in the
June Monthly Member

Update. 
 

Organizations to be
included in the June issue

are:
 

 YMCA
 

College Hub
 

City of Spartanburg's
Healthy Food Hub

 
Christmas In Action

include, for example, articles in every newsletter, web site
posts that include whom and how to contact, and verbal
announcements at every event.
 
With regard to the response rate, the sample population
was the entire current membership of WGFS (260 people)
and the number of surveys returned was 60, which is a
response rate of 23.08%. While researchers once held to
the belief that low response rates equaled low survey
accuracy, more recent research studies are challenging
that presumption. Some studies with around 20% response
rate yielded more accurate measurements than did
surveys with higher rates of return. Nevertheless, our
results cannot be used to describe the actual population to
whom the survey was sent. The Analysis Team suggests
using best practices for conducting a survey and
increasing response rates with consideration to timing and
adequate follow-up procedures.
 
In response to the survey results, the Executive Committee
has established several initiatives to address concerns
and keep members informed. It is important for us to find
out where we excel and where we need to improve. Each
and every member is important to our success.   
 
While this completes the survey analysis, there is one
more segment to share. The next article will describe
the "good things" that have come out of the survey
process!
 

Membership 
Please help us give a warm welcome to our "First Time
Members" who have joined in April 2014:

New Regular Member:
Cindy Kelly
Debra Bishop
Laura Allen
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Annual Meeting 
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Monday, May 12th
The Piedmont Club
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Friends welcome!

Join Us on Facebook!
Join the Women Giving for Spartanburg group on Facebook
to receive WGFS news and reminders and to connect with

old and new friends! 
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(Contact Jill Saleeby, jsaleeby1@charter.net, to join a committee.)

 
 Women Giving for Spartanburg

 is a special project of:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001DTgVVAlgbjCzgpy4RuSMieeeIiyEjiYe8if8mS7nX9R7g4GtrIVEvrG35t8Msi_y-QXg9ZI2VOnhcc3y8bD8PfDmRsUyHJMsvmE0H6EImjNRIXd9tdtg68j0it9yHtgP64AnWhtzbZM=
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P.O. Box 2646 | Spartanburg | SC | 29304
864-699-2511 | womengiving@spcf.org
www.womengivingforspartanburg.org 
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